OBAMA and CROSS CULTURAL INFLUNCES ON LEADERSHIP  
Why Obama not have become president if he had spent his early years in Kogelo
By Mwangi Wanjumbi

True African culture was reflected in Barack Obama’s first speech as President-elect. He notably attributed his success to not only the support accorded by his immediate family but also that of his brothers and sisters, watching him from far away. At inauguration, he could not forget his father’s birthplace in Kogelo village, Kenya. 

Anybody who understands both African and American culture as authenticated by Gheete Hofstead, a renowned culture guru may not have failed to notice the relevance of the President’s messages on the same. America, Barack Obama’s home embraces the culture of individualism.  Africans on the other hand embrace the culture of collectivism. The American culture is deeply engrained in Barack Obama. This would not have been otherwise especially given that his mother was white and then, he was largely brought up in the same environment. He is therefore connected to American culture through maternal parenthood. The paternal parenthood through his Kenyan father connects him to African culture on the other hand. 

This individualism culture attributable to Americans is symbolized by I concept. It is in other words you yourself against the world. It is you as an individual who is responsible for your own destiny. One learns the art of competition, risk taking and other personalized behaviors early during childhood. It is no wonder that many American children end up becoming aggressive early in life, as they search for continued progress. How does this differ with the African Culture? 

Collectivism culture attributable to Africans is largely symbolized by we concept. One is seen as a child of the society and must therefore conform to the values of the society. Foremost of the values is co-operation. You ought to conform to what the society largely prescribes. You must for example not be opinionated and aggressive compared to the rest of the society, especially at a tender age. This is even more pronounced in the case of the girl child. Family values are also highly prioritized in African culture. There is no way one can operate in total disregard of both the immediate and even extended family. Doing that would actually be almost suicidal. It is no wonder that Barack Obama has not lost that trait from his African heritage even if it may be recessive.
Notably, having been largely brought up by his maternal grandparents, Obama embraced the American culture early in life. He acquired the culture of competition and risk taking in search of progress and change. He knew early enough that you can be what you want to become based on your own individual efforts. It is no wonder that Obama got the best education that America could offer him, like any other US citizen. He at the same time embraced a high level of optimism as well as courage to face challenges. He became future oriented as well. He knew that the future for him had no bearing on his past as long as he was focused on what he wanted to achieve. He incredibly dreamed of becoming a president one day as we recently learnt from his Indonesia teacher during his sojourn in that country.
Meanwhile, the American culture prepared Barack Obama for a life full of sometimes insurmountable challenges. They were actually in abundance right from his younger days and even more as he pursued the presidency. Luckily this American cultural background has all through enabled Barack Obama to overcome the challenges and moved on.  Remember his funny name and other charges during his school days. We have not lost sight of the charges from his opponents that he was a Muslim; he was associating with terrorists and so on. You can also recall the racial overtones raised by his church minister with whom he later severed links. 

Such challenges can only be overcome successfully by a tough and overly courageous human being as was evident in Barack Obama. His successes are largely attributable to his American culture which has domineered over his African heritage.   Spending most of his entire life in the American Environment has also contributed greatly. Would it have been the same if he spent his early years in Kogelo village?

Naturally, the African Culture as attributable to other children would have influenced Barack Obama’s growth process.  He would most likely have been an entirely different Barack Obama than the one who has now become the American President. As he grew up he could have been an offspring of the society. He could have been expected to embrace more of co-operation than competition. He could probably have been less aggressive in search of personal progress and change. And should he still have felt like giving a shot to the presidency, he would have been labeled as a young lad without respect for wazees (old men). Advanced age according to Gheete Hofstead is associated with wisdom amongst the Africans, whereas it is a liability amongst Americans. It is no wonder that Americans strive to remain young, some through plastic surgery.
President Obama could probably have become complacent upon achieving some good enough education, more than the rest of his village mates. This beacon of hope could also have acquired the label of chotara (of mixed race), a factor that would have contributed in slowing him down. Barack Obama could also probably have been pre-occupied in helping his parents in bringing up the rest of the members of the family. That includes distant cousins amongst others. Under such circumstances it would only have been a dream to think of the presidency that he will now enjoy for at least 4 years. 

The children of Africa especially from president Obama’s paternal heritage have many lessons to learn from this great multi-racial gift to humanity. Never should anyone ever look down upon self on account of skin colour or race. Your family background should also never be a determinant of what you can become. It does not matter whether one is from a rich or poor background. It further does not matter whether you are brought up in single or dual parenthood. For these reasons, you need to become future oriented. Your past may have no bearing towards your future.
All that matters is the attitude of who you are and what you can do for the world or in the world. You can turn your weaknesses into strengths and opportunities. You only need to have the right focus and attitudes. Positive attitudes enable you to gather energy to overcome seemingly insurmountable challenges. 

Conversely, negative attitudes should have no place in our minds. They can only serve as impediments to achievement of our desires in life. They will certainly become boulders along the path of success. The key to success is incurable optimism and courage as you continually face the future.  Only then can you achieve whatever you have focused in life. Yes indeed you can.
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