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Parents have offloaded the responsibility of disciplining their children to the school system, which is now overwhelmed.

July 25, 2008: It is unfortunate that Abdi Noor lost his life while trying to save his colleagues at Upper Hill School. Apparently, he indirectly and in my view became a sacrifice of the rot that has become of our cultural values. It is even more worrying that the youngster died under circumstances that had been predicted. 

How else can it be explained when the principle of the school had to take back those expelled under instructions from the outgoing Provincial Director of Education? In any case, how were these “heroes” expected to behave when they suffer nothing for attempting to burn the school a few weeks earlier? 

One could read the guilt in the eyes of this outgoing provincial director of education as he explained his act to grieving parents, administration and students of Upper Hill School. 

It is even understandable why the principle of the school collapsed leading to hospitalization, upon witnessing the arson and worse still near homicide in his school. 

But then, is it not arrogance of the highest degree that parents who have been unable to inculcate moral values in their children can now use their influence, threats or whatever resources to square it off with school administrators? Why could the parents not simply swallow their pride and take their wayward boys to juveniles institutions for the necessary straightening? 

Inevitably, school administrators must be given back the authority to run their institutions without undue interference especially in light of what has happened at not only Upper Hill School but also around the country. Discipline cases especially, should never be compromised in any situation. In any case, it is the wearer of the shoe who knows where it hurts most.  

We have a major problem. Parents are too busy making money and allocate little time in bringing up morally upright children. Our politicians are on the other hand too busy confusing us  to concentrate in formulating and ensuring implementation of befitting policies. 

In fact, parents have offloaded the responsibility of disciplining their children to the school system, which is now overwhelmed. The same parents assisted by the educational bureaucrats (many of whom are parents too) have on the other hand tied the hands of the teachers. There can be no corporal punishment of wayward children. The maxim is: “If I don’t give corporal punishment to my children nobody else can or should.” 

Let us put it this way: Those children still in schools and pre-occupied with causing deaths and massive destruction all over the country must be stopped forth with. How is this going to happen? 

It must be a holistic approach of reclaiming discipline in our school system. The education governance system must be re-assessed. There must be a proper national discipline strategy in place. Corporal punishment including caning must be re-introduced. We cannot continually ape the West when we are not endowed with the same resources. 

The supervision mechanism of national or regional schools must give school administrators a free hand in managing school discipline. But then, there should also be periodical control mechanisms for monitoring efficiency and in particular any excesses.

The parents on the other must be made to learn how to partner with school administrations in monitoring and developing their children as opposed to confrontations. Indeed, they only yield negative repercussions as in the case of Upper Hill School. 

Further, the effects are more often than not irreversible. Certainly, Parent’s Teachers Associations (PTAs) should now more than ever before embrace strong disciplinary sub-committees, whose decisions should never be overruled by any government officer.

Inevitably, sense must be made to prevail in the school disciplinary system. We must actually reclaim our future leaders, employees, shakers and movers of the economy from misguided destruction that has now befallen of our school system. 

And this will invaluably happen through restructuring leadership processes in our schools. Let concerted action towards this commence now and not in the future.
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