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A roundabout in Nairobi city 

December 18, 2007: It is unfortunate that the beautiful roundabouts along Uhuru Highway up to Westlands, have to be demolished. By-pass roads are also shortly being constructed. But, these are only some of the measures being put in place to enable Nairobi regain its glory. This was confirmed  by  John Gakuo, the Town Clerk, during a recent leadership forum presentation. 

The Town Clerk was expounding on how the city intends to deal with the challenges facing Nairobi especially, the omnipresent traffic jams. This is a problem that is taking up so many man hours which would otherwise be used building the nation. 

That is notwithstanding the high bill incurred on fuel both at individual and national levels.  The other incidental cost is the man hours used by traffic police in controlling traffic, time that would be used in security functions.  Is it not worrying that Nairobi is these days almost standing still from dawn continuing up-to late evening? And it does not matter whether its Eastlands, Westlands, Mombasa Road or worst of all, Thika Road.

But, demolishing the “beautiful” roundabouts appears to be first aid measures which may only work for a while if at all.  Whereas, we appreciate the efforts, why can’t the council or even national offices think of building flyovers in place of the roundabouts?  Flyovers are the way forward even in the developed countries.  

Removing roundabouts may not do in the long run, no matter how many traffic lights are put in place.  In any case, the efficiency of the latter is never guaranteed.  In fact, the resources to be used in installing these lights can be added to boost the kitty for construction of flyovers.

Meanwhile, while driving to town through Landhies Road, you can’t fail to notice some very new developments, especially if you had not used that route for long.  

Firstly, there is the refurbished “Machakos Airport” or Country Bus Station, which is nearing completion.  Secondly, you will notice the fast upcoming hawkers market, which occupies part of the former Muthurwa Estate.  Never mind the workmanship or expected lifespan of the structures, though it is certainly a milestone.  

Thirdly, and most surprising, are two foot bridges which are quickly coming up.  One will connect the old retail market and the new hawkers market from the Landhies Road side.  

The other foot bridge will connect pedestrians crossing to the hawkers market across Haile Selassie Avenue.  Mind you, the old retail and the new hawkers’ markets now border or connect almost directly to the age old Marikiti market, known for providing the city with its food needs from the countryside. Visible and giant economic reaps are certainly in the making in that part of the city.  

Apparently, Mr Gakuo’s efforts of revolutionising the city cannot escape our attention after only about two years in office.  You must have noticed that Nairobi is even turning into a green city. 

But, the evergreen trees being planted all over the city are not just for beautification as we learnt. They are in compliance with the Kyoto Accord meant to tone down global warming.  This is the forum that took place some years back in Japan, where each country was implored upon to do everything possible to reduce carbon emissions to the environment.  
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Mr Gakuo

It is unfortunate that the city authorities, and the Government for that matter have not regulated the standards of carbon emission from our vehicles, like is the case in other countries.  Could the time be ripe for those regulations?  

Maybe yes, but for now we must admit, that the Town Clerk is quite focused in putting back Nairobi where it rightfully belongs.  That is, a decent, lighted city which is free of crime and other maladies which had given the city a bad name.  

In the meantime, it is important to let the Town Clerk know that Nairobi residents would be highly appreciative if his office would liaise with the caretakers of the Nairobi Dam.  He said that it is not in the mandate of the City authorities but did not point out who is to blame for its disuse.  

This dam was a real landmark and treasured recreational facility before the advent of the water hyacinth and Kibera slums affluent, some of which flows into the dam.  It has in fact become a large informal museum to the chagrin of bemused Nairobians.

As the Town Clerk said, big things start from small beginnings, a fact that any management expert would agree with.  But those small things need to be prioritised. Nairobi Dam is a facility that should be taken over by the city if those responsible are unable to handle it. 

In fact, City authorities need not impose fines like was done to building owners who had turned the heart of the city into another museum through ignoring their repainting. The council should just take over the dam. 

 It is not even imaginable how much can be made from  Nairobi residents,  short of those yester years recreational facilities especially those who may not afford to travel to far off places for the same.

A final observation is that while the Town Clerk remains in office, he should ensure to inculcate the culture of continuous improvement to the staff under him. He should also let his leadership style be engrained in the whole hierarchy of authority.  

Nairobi residents would hate to go back to the past, and especially the era of commissions, when Mr Gakuo eventually leaves office. But, for now the Town Clerk should keep up the current efforts without allowing complacency to set in, at any time. 

The writer is a Management and Entrepreneurship Strategist based in Nairobi.
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